34         WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
withdrawn     Here lies the difference between sleep
aud death
In the case of the organ eye, the being associa-
ted with the eye who is a part of the Sun, goes on
helping the functions of the eye, as he lives When he
dies he ceases to help the eye and is merged in his
own Self the sun In like manner, all the organs
merge themselves in their respective presiding dei-
ties e g, speech in Fire, the vital force m Vayu etc
The respective organs together with their presiding
deities occupy their respective places when the man
takes another body This merging and reappearing
takes place every day during sleep When the presid-
ing deity of the eye turns back from all sides, the dy-
ing man fails to notice colour At this time the self
completely withdraws the particles of light, as in the
dream state
Everj organ becomes united with the subtle body
of the dying man It is then, people at his side say
of him, uHe does not see now " Thus when one by
one all the presiding deities or organs withdraw and
merge into the cause, the respective organ stops func-
tioning Then the dying man hears not, sees not,
smells not, speaks not and becomes senseless He lo-
ses his consciousness for ever. He never remembers
he is Mr So-and-so and that he belongs to such-and-
such a caste, etc He loses his understanding, memory
and waking consciousness The external world be-
comes void for him The organs are then united in
the heart
In the subtle body the self-effulgent intelligence
of the Atman is always particularly manifest It is